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	British Caving Association

Draft Minutes of BCA Training Committee Meeting 29/09/2016
Held Via WebEx



1. Present

Graham Mollard

(GM)

NCP Chair 

         Nigel Atkins

(NA)

DCA Training Officer


Nick Williams 

(NW)          Council Rep

Chris Binding                (CB)           CSCC

    Mary Wilde 

(MW) 
Training Administrator
2.  Apologies for Absence  
Nigel Ball


(NB)

Training Officer (minutes)
The meeting started at 19:00

3. Action Register and Matters Arising   

	No
	Action
	By
	Deadline
	Done

	
	08/05/2012
	
	
	

	021
	NB to create a recreational cavers training course proposal and circulate before the next meeting.  

Update 13/10/12 Ongoing. Titles created but further work to be done. 

Update 29/09/2016 Ongoing
	NB
	Before Next Meeting
	Ongoing

	
	20/05/2014
	
	
	

	071
	NB to report to council that a voluntary rewrite of the LCML scheme is no longer an option.

Update 16/12/2015 The QMC agreed a modular approach to the rewrite. 
Update 29/09/2016 L1 rope work and Access / Conservation  nearly complete 
	NB
	Next NCP meeting
	Ongoing

	
	03/03/15
	
	
	

	085
	NB To raise the issue of access to caving sites in South Wales personally, with Andy Eavis. 

Update 12/05/15 NB to continue this discussion with AE in September.

Update 26/05/2016 Progress in S Wales and N Eng. (See Regional Reports) 
Update 29/09/2016 Discussion ongoing with Andy Eavis. Some progress but still major problems in several areas  
	NB 
	ASAP
	Ongoing

	
	26/05/2016
	
	
	

	
	No actions Specified. 
	
	
	

	
	29/09/2016
	
	
	

	090
	CB to keep NW in the loop regarding the Wookey training facility. 
	CB
	
	

	091
	
	
	
	


4. Notification of AOB

None

5. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. Proposed by GM seconded by CB
6. Action Register and Matters Arising. 
GM explained that this would be the last meeting of the Training Committee in its current form. Having received input from various recreational caving bodies all that will be provided are resources and the grants scheme. A training officer needs to be appointed.   
GM asked CB if the courses sanctioned at the last meeting would go ahead. CB said no but a training day for the Whealdon club was delivered. GM said grant requests should be submitted in advance.  CB had tried to contact NB.  A report is ready for submission. 
7. Regional Council Reports. 
7.1 NA for DCA - summer has been quiet. A new owner has taken over the land on which Devonshire cavern is situated.  Some workshops have been delayed until winter. 

7.2 CB CSCC.  Did not attend the last CSCC meeting. They are developing a training venue in Wookey  Hole which will be excellent for vertical work.   NW asked if this would involve payment to Wookey for insurance – CB is not sure yet and will keep NW in the loop. 

CB reported a near miss by a club caver which could have resulted in a fatality.

NW asked how easy it would be to put together some bullet points about how to do SRT. 
CB explained that some say they can do SRT and can go down and up but are unable to do personal rigging or have any rescue techniques. NW said that risk assessment need sorting out and this would be discussed at council. GM said that the new digital handbooks should help with education as they will be available to download.  CB said that club cavers do not want to go for professional training and certification but do want help and informal training. 
A discussion on the use of videos took place.    
No other regional reps were present. 
8. Applications for training grants 
NA presented three from the DCA. These were sanctioned by all present. 

9. Future direction for recreational cavers – what the BCA can offer  
Further discussion on videos took place. NA thought these were a great idea and that an L1 and L2 rope work video would be excellent. 
CB said there has been some superb feedback re caving grant supported courses. Some members are keen to do training and just need to push their clubs into applying for grants.   NW also supported the video idea but they must be reviewed in order for BCA to endorse them.   Everyone agreed with this. A discussion on whether it was necessary to use professional film makers took place. Various arguments for and against were voiced but overall there was a consensus on the need for quality control. There was a suggestion that the BCA might provide grants for creating training videos.  
NA asked if club members request training grants without going via club committee. 

10. AOB. 
None. 

11. Dates and places of next meeting
After some discussion and confusion regarding future meetings
NA set date with CB on 5th Jan.  
The meeting ended at 20.10.

CB thanked everyone at the meeting for their input.   
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