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2024 Group Membership Application/Renewal Form M2
This application/renewal form is for use by clubs who wish to be Group members of BCA and to be insured through the BCA PL 
insurance scheme. Please read the following notes carefully and then provide the details requested on page 3.  
CLUB SUBSCRIPTION RATES

The basic club fee is £25. There is then a top-up for clubs that control cave or mine access or clubs who own property or buildings, intended to reflect the extra insurance risk these represent. 
	Basic BCA Membership
	Access Bodies and/ or Property Owners
	Optional BCRA Membership

	£25
	Add £60 
(but a club that is both only pays once)
	Add £28 (or £16 if you do not wish to receive Cave and Karst Science on paper)


	Rates for club members
	Date club member joins BCA*

	Member Type
	01 Jan -

31 Mar
	01 Apr – 30 Jun
	01 Jul -

 30 Sep
	01 Oct –

31 Dec

	Club Individual Member
	Caving member
	£20
	£15
	£10
	£5

	
	Non-Caving member
	£6
	£4.50
	£3
	£1.50

	
	Full time student
	£8
	£6
	£4
	£2

	
	Under 18 on 1st Jan 2024
	£0
	£0
	£0
	£0


*Please note below detailing who qualifies for the pro-rata membership rates. 


Caving membership: This is the correct membership type for any member who is physically active with the caving club, even if they don’t go underground. Members who participate in surface walks, surface digs or generally participate in club activities underground or on the surface should join as caving members. 
Non Caving membership: This is aimed at club members who attend club meetings and socials only, and are not physically active in any of the clubs surface or underground trips or projects. 
Student: For full-time students only
Under 18: Membership for any club member who is under 18 on the 1st January 2024. 
AN members: Additionally, your club can have AN members – who are BCA members either through another club or as a direct individual member. These are free for your club to add but should be listed on your CIM proforma along with all paying members. 
Please note the BCA will check your AN members really are 2024 BCA members and will contact you as the club contact to chase any that are found not to be BCA members
 PERIOD OF MEMBERSHIP

The period of membership covered by this form will be from 1 January to 31 December 2024.  Payments and membership made part way through the year are not carried forward into the next calendar year.

MEMBERSHIP of BCRA

Clubs cannot be members of BCRA without being a member of BCA. Clubs do not need to make any additional arrangements in order to be members of BCRA – all you need to do is complete the appropriate part of page 3 of this form.

UPDATING YOUR CLUB MEMBERSHIP

As a minimum the BCA expects to be updated on your club membership every quarter. Therefore no-one should be a member of your club for more than 3 months before BCA are notified of their membership and the correct fee transferred. Clubs are encouraged to update BCA more regularly if possible. 

.  
INSURANCE COVER FOR OFFICERS AND CLUB MEMBERS
In order to ensure clubs benefit from insurance cover for officers and club assets it is important they ensure all of their members are members of the BCA PL Scheme.  This can be either through the Club itself, through another Club (if they are a member of more than one) or as a Direct Individual Member. If this raises any problems or queries within you club please contact the membership administrator. 

PRO-RATA RATES ARE FOR NON-RENEWING MEMBERS ONLY

New BCA members, or existing BCA members returning to the BCA after a break of at least one year (e.g. not a member of BCA in 2023) qualify for reduced membership rates if they join after April 1st, July 1st or October 1st. Those who were members of the BCA in 2023 do not qualify for reduced rates regardless of when in 2024 they re-join. They will be treated as a late renewal and expected to pay full fees. This is to ensure members who pay up promptly at the start of each year are not financially disadvantaged. 
SAFE GUARDING OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

BCA publishes a safeguarding policy and guidelines on our website. Clubs which offer caving or other services to children or vulnerable adults are expected to read the policy and guidelines, and abide by them. Clubs are encouraged to direct any queries to the BCA's safeguarding officer. 
https://british-caving.org.uk/about-bca/safeguarding/
NOTIFICATION OF A DECEASED MEMBER
Please can we ask that if a member of your club dies, you could inform the Membership Administrator, so that the BCA Records can be updated accordingly.
BCA COMMUNICATIONS

Completion of this form and submission of the correct fees will result in your Club becoming a member of BCA. Since you are insuring through BCA then in addition all of your Club’s members will become individual members of BCA. Each will have the right to vote at the BCA AGM. However, persons who are only members of BCA via their caving club and haven’t passed on their email address to BCA will not receive publications or communications from BCA.
It is therefore incumbent upon the Club to ensure that BCA communications and information is passed to your members. This is a condition of BCA membership.

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

BCA aims to communicate electronically where possible. Please ensure that BCA has a current email address for your Club which will be used for administrative emails and to send the BCA Newsletter and E-News items to be passed on to your members. The email addresses of CIMs will not be shared beyond BCA, however the email address given in the form below for the club contact may be shared with relevant parties, for example regional caving councils. The BCA will not share this email address outside caving circles and never for commercial purposes. 
ACCESS BODIES

If your Club controls access to a cave or other site, you must declare your status as an Access Body and pay the appropriate additional contribution towards the PL policy.  There is a space for this on page 3 of this form. You must also provide a map showing the location(s) and extent of the caves, property or land you control. Please note that in declaring your group as an Access Controlling Body, you are agreeing to permit access to any member of BCA to those caves and /or mines (subject to any cave/mine specific conditions and access procedures).  This is a condition of BCA membership.

CLUBS WITH HUTS OR OTHER PROPERTY
If your Club has a hut or other property, you must declare this on page 3 of the form and an additional contribution is payable. Details of the property (name, address and a map showing location and extent) must also be provided.
If your Club is both an Access Body and has a hut, then these must both be declared, but only the additional premium for the hut is payable – you do not need to pay for both the hut and the Access Body status.

If you have a separate buildings, property or landowner insurance policy, please provide details with your application. 
INSURANCE FAQs
On the BCA website there is a list of FAQs which can help clubs understand BCA membership and insurance. 
https://british-caving.org.uk/our-work/insurance/insurance-faqs/
PARTICIPATION STATEMENT - The BCA recognises that caving, cave diving and mine exploration are activities with a danger of personal injury or death. Participants in these activities should be aware of and accept these risks and be responsible for their own actions and involvement.
EQUALITY STATEMENT - the BCA’s policy on diversity and inclusion can be found here:  https://british-caving.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/202111-Equality-and-Diversity-Policy.pdf  and sets out its position on equality. 
DATA PROTECTION - In order to comply with data protection laws you need to inform your members that you are passing some of their personal data (primarily contact details) to be used by a third-party (the BCA). 
PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO:

Email enquiries and membership lists in electronic format should be sent to: membership@british-caving.org.uk. BACs payments can be made to: HSBC, British Caving association, 40 43 21, 11374176. Please use your club name 2023 as a reference. Postal replies/ cheques can be sent to: BCA, The Old Methodist Chapel, Great Hucklow, Buxton, Derbyshire, SK17 8RG. Cheques should be made payable to ‘BCA’. Please note our bank charges us per cheque, so please pay by BACs is at all possible.  
Please do not send payment until your application has been accepted and you receive an email confirming your totals are correct
	Full Club Name:
	

	BCA Membership No
	

	Contact Name:
	
	Position in Club:
	

	Contact Address:
	
	Address to which publications should be sent, if different to contact 
address
(Only applies to clubs with BCRA membership with paper publications.)
	

	Contact Tel No:
	
	E-mail Address:
	
This may be shared (see notes on page 2)

	Does your Club wish to be a member of BCRA?
	Yes / No
(delete as applicable)
	Club website address:
	Please note BCA publicise web addresses

	Tick the Regional Councils you are, or wish, to affiliate to 
	CCC
	
	CNCC
	
	CSCC
	
	DCUC
	
	DCA
	

	If your Club controls access to a cave or mine, or owns land or buildings to which cavers and/or members of the public have access to, please give the name of the cave and the land concerned and provide an outline map showing the location and extent of the land you control.  
	

	If your Club has a hut, please give the address.  
	


	Number of Members insured for caving
	
	@ 20.00
	

	Number of Members insured as non-caving
	
	@ £6.00
	

	Number of full time students
	
	@ £8.00
	

	Number of under 18s on 1st Jan 2024
	
	@ £ 0.00
	

	Number of members insured via other clubs or as Direct Individual Members
	
	@ £0.00 
	

	Total number of members
	
	
	

	Club subscription 
	£25.00

	Optional BCRA subscription (£28 or £16 – see table on page 1.)
	

	Access Body fee* (if applicable)
	£60.00
	

	Hut fee* (if applicable) * One or the other, but not both
	                                                       £60.00
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	


Authorising signature: On behalf of my Club I hereby apply for/renew membership of BCA and, if applicable BCRA, and agree to the Association’s membership rules. I consent to the information on this form being used by BCA to provide membership services. I confirm that my Club has informed its members that some of their details have been passed to BCA to provide membership services.
	Signature:
	
	Name:
	

	
	
	Date:
	



Page 1
Nov 2023

Page 3
Nov 23
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